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IS SOCIAL SUSTAINABLILITY A REALITY IN TODAY’S SOCIETY? 



AN HISTORICAL DICHOTOMY 



Urban spaces of 
necessity, are the 
places where 
culture, society, 
language and art 
have evolved. 
Carolyn Steel - Hungry City 2009 
 

 











Jane Jacobs - 
Death & live of 
great American 
cities - 1961 
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THE TRUE VALUE OF NATURE 



THE NATIONAL ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT: A CONVINCING PREMISE? 



THE NATIONAL ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT: A CLOSER LOOK 



THE NATIONAL ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT: VALUE 

CASH PRICE ON THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES PROVIDED 

BY NATURE 

= 



AT BEST 

A positive attempt at valuing 

the landscape that allows 

people to measure just how 

important landscape is. 

 

AT WORST 

Dumming down nature to 

something purely objective 

and monetary. 

THE NATIONAL ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT: THE RESULT? 



THE BENEFIT OF VALUING THE LANDSCAPE AT £30BN 

AT BEST 

A real cost for planners 

and decision makers 

when considering 

development 

 

AT WORST 

An impossible calculation 

for individual sites that 

can only lead to 

compromise 



ABBEY ORCHARD 
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POTENTIAL IN POSSIBILITIES 

Photo taken from 

Islington Tribune 



POTENTIAL IN POSSIBILITIES 



SO WHAT IS THE CURRENCY FOR THE VALUE OF LANDSCAPE? 



SO WHAT IS THE CURRENCY FOR THE VALUE OF PLANTS ? 

JOY 

DELIGHT 

WONDER 

EXPLORATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SO WHAT IS THE CURRENCY FOR THE VALUE OF PLANTS ? 

JOY 

DELIGHT 

WONDER 

EXPLORATION 

 

Priceless 
 

 

 

 

 




